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President John Quincy Adams appeared in the first Presidential 
photograph.  In 1860 when Mathew Brady’s photograph of 
candidate Abraham Lincoln appeared on the cover of Harper’s 
Bazaar magazine, Lincoln later said: “Brady ... made me president.”

If one and a half centuries ago Lincoln realized a photograph 
is worth a thousand votes, then Donald Trump understood that 
whoever gets the most television coverage has his path to victory. 
So, as America’s 58th Presidential Race heats up, it was time to 
pack-up my cameras and hit the road in search for our 45th 

President.  But with a historic number of candidates in the hunt, 
where do I begin? By the time OQ is published, surely everything 
will change. That’s the nature of our politics and that’s what keeps 
me photographing America’s never-ending story.  If Presidents ‘R’ 
US, my only hope is to catch a snapshot of who they were at that 
fleeting moment in time.

Joseph Sohm is a photo historian, lifetime member of the Ojai 
Studio Artists and  author of “Visions of America.” Signed copies are 
available by email at joseph@visionsofamerica.com

US AND DEMS: Bernie Sanders, Hillary Clinton and former Maryland Gov. Martin O’Malley share a stage before a recent debate.
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“There is nothing I dread so much as a division of the Republic
into two great parties, each arranged under its leader  and converting measures in opposition to each other.”

— JOHN ADAMS

RALLYING POINTS: Clockwise from above left: Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump make pointed remarks. Clinton and Bernie 
Sanders share a pre-debate moment. Large crowds, both for and against, attend a Trump event aboard the U.S. Iowa in San Pedro. 
Dr. Ben Carson, left, shares the stage with Trump, Ted Cruz and Jeb Bush. 



DEMOCRACY’S TRAIL: Media and crowds abound as the 
campaign season heats up. All leading to (bottom row) 
the election Nov. 8, and the inauguration Jan. 20, 2017.


